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(Frontispiece) View of the Jolimont railway yards, a 
complex system of sidings and through lines contain
ing over 50 kilometres of track, used primarily for 
stabling suburban trains overnight and at off-peak 
periods. 

Victorian Railways Department 

(Front endpaper) West Gate Bridge which spans the 
lower reaches of the Yarra River was opened to the 
public on 15 November 1978. This link enables traf
fic from the south-eastern suburbs to approach the 
western suburbs without having to use congested city 
roads. 

West Gate Bridge Authority 

(Back endpaper) A touch of nostalgia is reflected in 
this photograph of the Williamstown steam ship 
ferry. A familiar sight on the Yarra River from 1873, 
this ferry ceased to operate on 1 July 1974. Its 
former function has now been taken over by the 
West Gate Bridge. 

Port of Me/bourne Authority 





VICTORIAN YEAR BOOK 1979

Number 93

L49o s t1 8-PL

VICTORIAN YEAR BOOK 1979 

Number 93 

1490S178 - PL 



VICTORIAN 

YEAR BOOK 

1979 

w. McLENNAN, B.Ec. (Hons) 

DEPUTY COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN 

NUMBER 93 

AUSTRALIAN BUREAU OF STATISTICS 

VICTORIAN OFFICE 



This edition first published 1979 by the Victorian Office of the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics, 
Commonwealth Banks Building, 

cm Elizabeth and Flinders Streets, Melbourne. 

Registered at the General Post Office, Melbourne, 
for transmission through the post as a book. 

This book is in International B5 format, 
the text is set in 9 on 10 point Times Roman by Bailes and Reid Typesetters, 

printed on Brochure Opaque printing paper, 
the illustrations are printed on Wiggins Teape Numatt 

art paper from plates made by Scanatronics (Vic.) Pty. Ltd., 
and the book is bound in Brella book cloth. 

National Library of Australia card number and 

ISSN 0067-1223 

Australian Bureau of Statistics catalogue number 

1301.2 

Printed and bound in Australia by 
F.D. ATKINSON. Government Printer, Melbourne. 



Preface 
Acknowledgements 

CONTENTS 

Symbols and other forms of usage 

TRANSPORT IN THE VICTORIAN ENVIRONMENT 
Introduction 
1834 to 1851 
1851 to 1890 
Railways 4 . Metropolitan development 5 . Early environmental problems 6 

1890 to 1920 
Roads 6· Tramways 7 . Social changes 8 

1920 to 1950 
Railways and motor cars 8 . Metropolitan planning JO . Roads 11 

1950 to 1977 
Ministry of Transport 12 . Road-rail relationships 12 . Board of Inquiry 1970, 14 . 
Social changes before and after the 1954 Plan 15 . Roads 16· Transport planning 16 
. Melbourne underground railway loop 18· Transport interchanges 19 . West Gate 
Bridge 20 . Roads and freeways 20 

Environmental changes caused by motor cars 
Conclusion 

2 GEOGRAPHY 
Protection of the environment 
Ministry for Conservation 26 

Royal Botanic Gardens and National Herbarium 
Cranbourne Annexe 35· Werribee Park 36· Illustrated flora of Victoria 36 

National Museum of Victoria 
Royal Melbourne Zoological Gardens 
Physical features 
Boundaries and areas 38 . Survey and mapping 44 . Physical divisions 45 . Land 
surface of Victoria 49 . Hydrology 50 

3 CLIMATE 
Climate in Victoria 
General conditions 54 

2 

6 

8 

12 

23 
24 

26 

34 

36 

37 

38 

54 



Urban meteorology 
Climate in Melbourne 
General conditions 68 

Victorian weather summary 1977 

4 CONSTITUTION AND PARLIAMENT 

63 

68 

71 

Constitution 74 

Victorian Constitution 74 . Australian Constitutional Convention 75 

Executive 76 
Governor 76· Lieutenant-Governor 77 . Executive Council 77· Ministry 78 

Legislature 80 

Victorian Parliament 80 . Liberal Party in Victoria 82 . Number of Parliaments and 
their duration 85 . Cost of parliamentary government 86 . Members of the Victorian 
Parliament 86 . Parliamentary Counsel 88· Victorian Acts passed during 1977, 89 . 
Parliamentary Papers presented during Session 1976-1978, 93 

Victorian electoral system 97 
General 97· Parliamentary elections 101 

Victorian representation in the Commonwealth Parliament 102 
Constitutional provisions 102 . Elections 105 

5 GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRA nON AND PLANNING 
Victorian Government administration 108 

Victorian Public Service 108 . Public Service Board 109 . Auditor-General 110 . 
Victorian Government departments and ministries 110 . Victorian Government 
statutory authorities 117 . Public general Acts of Victoria 124 . History of Victorian 
Government departments and instrumentalities 129 . Transport administration in 
Victoria 129 

Planning 131 
Premier's Department: State Co-ordination Council 131 . Ministry for Planning 131 . 
Statistical divisions in Victoria 137 

Local government 139 
Public Record Office 141 
Office of the Ombudsman 142 

6 LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Administration 144 

Local Government Department 144 . Commonwealth financial relationships with local 
government 145 . Municipalities 147 . Melbourne City Council 154 

Statistics of local government 156 
Properties rated, loans outstanding, etc. 156 . Municipal revenue and expenditure 157 
. General Fund 157 . Municipal business undertakings 159 . Municipal loan finance 
160 . Construction of private streets 162 . Country Roads Board Account 163 . 
Length of roads and streets 164 . Country Roads Board 164 . Melbourne and 
Metropolitan Board of Works 164 . Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board 164 . Country 
Fire Authority 164 . Country town water supplies 165 

7 POPULA nON 
Historical introduction 
Population estimates 

166 
167 



New population estimates series 167 . Population in the States and Territories 167 . 
Population in statistical divisions and local government areas 168 . Melbourne 
Statistical Division and the statistical districts of Victoria 173 . Population of 
Melbourne Statistical Division and the remainder of Victoria 173 

Urban centres 174 
1976 Census Field System 176 

Characteristics of the population 178 
Immigration 181 
Policy 181 . Entry into Australia 183 . Citizenship 184· Victoria 185· Statistics 187 

Aboriginals in Victoria 

8 VITAL STATISTICS 
Births, deaths, and marriages 
Legal provisions 190 . Statistical summary 190 . Marriages 191 . Divorce 194 . Births 
197 . Deaths 200· Cremations 209 

9 INDUSTRIAL CONDITIONS 
Industrial regulation 
Jurisdictions 210 

Determinations of wage rates and leave conditions 
Commonwealth wage determinations 214 . Victorian Wages Boards determinations 
216 . Annual leave 217 . Long service leave 217 

188 

190 

210 

214 

Rates of wage and hours of work 218 
Incidence of industrial awards, determinations, and collective agreements 218· Wage 
rates 219 . Standard hours of work 221 . Average weekly earnings 223 . Surveys of 
wage rates, earnings, and hours 223 

Industrial conditions 226 
Control of labour conditions 226 . Industrial disputes 226 . Industrial safety 227 . 
Workers compensation 228 . Industrial accidents 231 . Consumer protection 235 . 
Industrial Training Commission 236 

Industrial organisations 239 
Registration 239 . Trade unions 239 . Central labour organisations 240 . Employers' 
associations 241 

10 EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT 
Unemployment in Victoria, 1972-1977 243 
Statistical background 243 . Trends 243 . Composition 244 . Duration 246 . 
Unemployment benefit recipients 246 

Retraining schemes in Victoria 247 
Married women in the labour force 248 
Administration 250 
Commonwealth Department of Employment and Industrial Relations 250 

Employment statistics 251 
Labour force 251 . Employed wage and salary earners 255 

II HOUSING, BUILDING, AND CONSTRUCTION 
General background 
Dwelling construction in the Victorian building industry, 1959-60 to 1976-77, 258 

Building legislation 

258 

261 



Supervision and control of building 261 . Uniform Building Regulations 261 

Building development in the City of Melbourne, 1977 
Building statistics 
General concepts 261 . Statistical tables 263 

Government building authorities 
Commonwealth Government 266· Victorian Government 269 

12 ENERGY AND MINERALS 

261 
261 

266 

Department of Minerals and Energy 275 
Energy 276 
General 276 . Brown coal 276 . Electricity 278 . Petroleum 280 . Gas industry 283 

Minerals 286 
Economic natural resources 286 . History of mining in Victoria 287 . Geological 
Survey of Victoria 287 . Mining and quarry production 288 

13 WATER RESOURCES AND SEWERAGE 
Water resources and their control 291 
Ministry of Water Resources and Water Supply 291 

Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works 292 
Introduction 292 . Melbourne's water storages 292 . Cost of water supply system 296 
· Consumption of water 296 . Sewerage system 297 . Drainage 297 . Finance 298 . 
Town planning, metropolitan freeways, etc. 300 

State Rivers and Water Supply Commission 301 
Operations 301 . Water polllltion control 302 Future programmes 302 . Storages 
303 . Irrigation 305 

Country town supplies 308 
Introduction 308 . Local authorities 308 

14 FORESTRY 
Forests of Victoria 
Introduction 310· Types 310 . Management 312 . R.J. Hamer Forest Arboretum 313 
· Research and development 314 

15 FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 
Fisheries and wildlife in Victoria 
Fisheries and Wildlife Division 316 

16 RURAL INDUSTRY 
Farming in Victoria 

Land settlement 323 . Physical characteristics 324 . Economic contribution 337 
Rural production 

Introduction 338 . Field crops 338 . Intensive crops 344 . Livestock and livestock 
products 352 . Miscellaneous livestock 361 

Services to agriculture 

Introduction 362 . Regulatory services 362 . Research 363 . Educational services 366 
· Transport in agriculture 370 

310 

316 

323 

338 

362 



17 MANUFACTURING 
Natural resources and location 
Natural resources 372 . Location 373 

Manufacturing activity 
Sources of information 373 . Manufacturing developments during 1977, 374 . 
Government activities 375 . Scientific research and standardisation 376 

372 

373 

Manufacturing industry statistics 378 
Basis of collection 378 . Summary of factory statistics 379 . Employment, wages, and 
salaries 382 . Turnover 386 . Purchases, transfers in, and selected items of expense 
387 . Stocks 387· Value added 388 . Relation of costs to turnover and value added 
388 . Fixed capital expenditure and rent and leasing 390 . Electricity and fuels used 
391 . Some principal factory products of Victoria and Australia 392 

18 INTERNAL TRADE 
Retailing 
Censuses of Retail Establishments 395 . Economic Censuses, 1968-69, 395 . Census 
of Retail Trade and Selected Service Establishments, 1968-69, 396 . Census of Retail 
Trade and Selected Service Establishments, 1973-74, 396 . Survey of Retail 
Establishments 399 

Tourism 
General 401 . Victorian Government Travel Authority 401 . Survey of Tourist 
Accommodation Establishments 402 

19 EXTERNAL TRADE 
General information 
Historical background 405 . Legislation and agreements 406· Trade Services 411 

External trade statistics 
Compilation 414 . Recorded value of imports and exports 414 . Overseas trade of 
Victoria 415 . Interstate trade 417 . Trade of Victoria with Western Australia and 
Tasmania 418 . Customs and excise revenue 418 

20 PUBLIC FINANCE 
Victorian budget summary, 1978-79 
Introduction 420 . Revenue, 1978-79, 420 . Expenditure 1978-79, 421 . Consolidated 
Fund 423 

Economic and social responsibilities of governments 
General 424· Victorian governmental financial activity 425 

Commonwealth Government payments to Victoria 
General 427 . Financial Agreements 428 . Nature of payment 428 

Consolidated Fund 
Victorian Government taxation 
Specific collections 436 

Commonwealth Government taxation 
Specific collections 443 

Superannuation 
Victorian pensions and gratuities 446 

Victorian trust funds and special accounts 
General 447 . Specific accounts 448 

395 

401 

405 

414 

420 

424 

427 

433 
435 

443 

446 

447 



Public debt 
Public debt transactions 450 . National Debt Sinking Fund 452 . Local government 
and semi-governmental bodies: new money loan raisings 453 

449 

New federalism policy 453 
Introduction 453 . Personal income tax sharing between the Commonwealth and the 
States 454 . Local government 454 . Specific purpose payments 454 . Advisory 
Council for Inter-Governmental Relations 454 . Elimination of duplication of effort 
between governments 454 . Further developments in 1976-77 and 1977-78, 454 

Fire authorities 455 
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board 455 . Country Fire Authority 456 

21 PRIVATE FINANCE 
Banking 458 
Banking in 1977, 458 . Reserve Bank of Australia 461 . Commonwealth banking 
legislation 462 . Trading banks 465 . State Bank 466 . Private savings banks 468 . 
Total deposits, etc., in savings banks 469 

Financial institutions (other than banks) 469 
Introduction 469 . Finance companies 472 . Instalment credit for retail sales 473 . 
Short-term money market 474 . Companies 475 . The Stock Exchange of Melbourne 
Limited 476 . Building societies 478 . Co-operative organisations 479 . Life insurance 
480 . General insurance 486 . Motor vehicle insurance (compulsory third party) 487 . 
State Insurance Office 487 

Other private finance 
Public Trustee 488· Trustee companies 489· Transfer of land 490 

22 PRICES AND HOUSEHOLD EXPENDITURE 
Introduction 
Retail price indexes 
General background 493 . Past retail price indexes 493 . Consumer Price Index 494 . 
Long-term price movements 497 

488 

493 
493 

Wholesale price indexes 498 
General background 498 . Specific indexes 498 

Export Price Index 505 
Household Expenditure Surveys 505 
General 505 

23 TRANSPORT 
Ministry of Transport 512 
Land transport 513 
Railways 513 . Tramway and omnibus services 521 . Country Roads Board 523 . 
Motor vehicles 529 . Transport Regulation Board 531 . West Gate Bridge Authority 
534 . Road Safety and Traffic Authority 534 . Motor Accidents Board 535 . Road 
traffic accidents 535 

Sea transport 537 
Shipping 537 . Port Phillip Sea Pilots 540 . Port of Melbourne Authority 540 
Geelong Harbor Trust 543 . Portland Harbor Trust 543 . Western Port 544 

Air transport 
Civil aviation 545 

545 



24 COMMUNICATIONS 
Postal and telecommunications services 549 
New commissions 549 

Postal services in Victoria 550 
Historical outline 550 . Present activities 550 . Distribution of mail 550 . Customer 
relations 551 . Marketing initiatives 551 . New stamp issues 552 . Stamp packs and 
first day covers 552 

Telecommunications services in Victoria 552 
Introduction 552 . Telecom Australia organisation 552 . Corporate Plan 553 . 
Telecommunications network 553 . Telecommunications facilities 553 

Communications statistics 554 
General 554 

25 EDUCA TION 
Schools in Victoria 
General 557 

557 

Government system 557 
Education Department 557 

Non-government system 567 
Council of Public Education 567 . Non-government schools: general features 568 . 
Education Liaison Committee 569 . Catholic education 570 . Primary and secondary 
education statistics 571 

Decentralisation in educational administration 573 
General 573 

Examinations 574 
Victorian Universities and Schools Examinations Board 574 . Victorian Institute of 
Secondary Education 574 . Post-Secondary Education Committee 575 

Technical education 576 
Technical schools and colleges 576 . Technical and Further Education (TAFE) 
statistics 578 

Tertiary education 578 
Tertiary Education Commission 578 . Victorian Universities Admissions Committee 
579 . University of Melbourne 580 . Monash University 581 . La Trobe University 
583 . Deakin University 584 . University statistics 586· Victoria Institute of Colleges 
587 . State College of Victoria 588 . Colleges of advanced education 588 

Commonwealth Government responsibilities in education 590 
Schools Commission 590 

Student assistance schemes 592 
Victorian Education Department 592 . Commonwealth Department of Education 592 

Adult education 594 
General 594 . Council of Adult Education 595 

26 HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH 
Government health services 
Commonwealth Government 597· Victorian Government 598 

Health insurance in Australia 
Introduction 601 . Medical coverage 602 . Health programme grants scheme 604 
Hospital coverage 605 . Nursing home benefits arrangements 605 . Domiciliary 
nursing care benefits 607 . Isolated Patients Travel and Accommodation Assistance 
Scheme 607 . Pharmaceutical benefits 607 

597 

601 



Medical training and manpower 608 
Training of doctors 608 . Nursing 609 

Institutional health care 610 
Public hospitals 610 . Private hospitals and nursing homes 611 . Repatriation hospital 
and clinics 612 . State geriatric centres 612 . District nursing services 613 . Bush 
nursing services 613 . Psychiatric services 614 . Alcohol and drug services 616 . 
Tuberculosis services 616· Cancer Institute 617 

Non-institutional health services 618 
Youth services 618 . Services for the aged 621 . Community services 622 

Medical research 625 
Commonwealth Government 625· Victorian Government 626· Universities 627 

27 SOCIAL WELFARE 
Commonwealth Government agencies 
Commonwealth Commission of Inquiry into Poverty 629 . Commonwealth 
Department of Social Security 629· Commonwealth Department of Veterans' Affairs 639 

Victorian Government agencies 
Victorian Ministry of Social Welfare 640 . Family and Community Services 
Programme 650 

629 

640 

Voluntary social welfare agencies 652 
Australian Red Cross Society 652 . Lord Mayor's Children's Camp, Portsea 653 . 
Friendly societies 653 

Recreation 655 
Victorian Department of Youth, Sport and Recreation 655 

28 JUSTICE AND THE ADMINISTRATION OF LAW 
Introduction 659 
Judicial system 659 
Victorian Judiciary 659 . Courts 660 . Legal profession 676 . Professional committees 
and agencies 678 

Administration of law 681 
Law in Victoria 681 . Victoria Police 689 

Workers compensation legislation 691 
History 691 . Ambit of present legislation 692 . Procedure 692 . Types of cases 692 . 
Board administration 693 

29 THE ARTS, LIBRARIES, AND MEDIA 
The arts 695 
Ministry for the Arts 695· Victorian Arts Centre 696 . National Gallery of Victoria 
697 . Regional art galleries 699 . Ballet 701 . Opera 701 . Drama 702 . Festivals 702 
. Free entertainment in parks 703 . National Trust of Australia (Victoria) 704 . 
Werribee Park 706 

Libraries 707 
Library Council of Victoria 707 . State Library of Victoria 707 . Municipal library 
services 709 . Special projects 710 . Technilib 710 . Australian Advisory Council on 
Bibliographical Services - Victorian Regional Committee 710 

Book publishing 711 
Media 712 
Community Services Centre 712 . The press 712 . Broadcasting and television services 
713 . Radio 714 . Television 717 



APPENDICES 
A Chronology of important events, 1978 720 
B Australian national accounts 724 

Introduction 724 . Concepts 724 . Sectors 725 . National accounts 725 . Implicit 
price deflators 729 

C Index of special articles and maps in the Victorian Year Books 1974 to 1978 731 
Special articles 731 . Special maps 735 

D Select bibliography of Victoria 736 
General reference works 736 . Biography 736 . History and description 737 . 
Aboriginals 741 . Economic history, social conditions, etc. 741 . Natural history 742 . 
Art, architecture, and theatre 743 . Sport 744 

E Victorian statistical publications 745 
Introduction 745 . Description of publications 745 

INDEX 

SUPPLEMENT 

FIGURES 
1 Physiographic divisions of Victoria 
2 Average annual rainfall map of Victoria 
3 Victoria - district monthly rainfall: average and 1977 
4 Relative rainfall variability by districts 
5 Victoria - wind roses for 9 a.m. 
6 Victoria - wind roses for 3 p.m. 
7 Victoria - statistical divisions 

ILLUSTRA nONS 
West Gate Bridge 
Williamstown steamship ferry 
Jolimont railway yards 
Transport in Victoria 
National parks, Sugarloaf Reservoir, and wildlife research 
Sir Robert Menzies, K.T., A.K., C.H., Q.C.; H.R.H. Princess 

Alexandra,Werribee Park, and tapestry weaving 
Polly Woodside, Spencer Street Station mural, and R.J. Hamer 

Forest Aboretum 
West Gate Bridge, Victorian Arts Centre, free entertainment 

in the parks, and National Gallery of Victoria 

754 

46 
57 
58 
61 
66 
67 

325 

froni endpaper 

back endpaper 
frontispiece 

facing 1 

facing 32 

facing 96 

facing 512 

facing 704 



SYMBOLS AND OTHER FORMS OF USAGE 

The following symbols mean: 
cr. credit 
dr. debit 

n.a. not available 
n.e.c. not elsewhere classified 
n.e.i. not elsewhere included 
n.p. not available for separate publication (but included in totals where 

applicable) 
n.y.a. 

p 
r 

not yet available 
preliminary 
figure or series revised since previous edition 
not applicable 
nil or less than half the final digit shown 
(where a line drawn across a column between two consecutive figures) 

break in continuity of series 
M males; F females 

The following abbreviations are used for the titles of the Australian States and 
Territories and Australia: N.S.W. (New South Wales), Vic. (Victoria), Qld (Queensland), 
S.A. (South Australia), W.A. (Western Australia), Tas. (Tasmania), N.T. (Northern 
Territory), A.C. T. (Australian Capital Territory), and Aust. (Australia). 

Yearly periods shown as, e.g., 1977 refer to the year ended 31 December 1977. Those 
shown as, e.g., 1976-77 refer to the year ended 30 June 1977. Other yearly periods are 
specifically indicated. 

Values are shown in Australian dollars ($ or $A) or cents (c) unless another currency is 
specified. 

All data is presented in metric terms. 
Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may occur between sums of the 

component items and totals. 



PREFACE 

This is the ninety-third edition of the Victorian Year Book. 
The Year Book presents a comprehensive statistical and descriptive account of the 

social, demographic, and economic structure and the physical environment of Victoria. 
Particular emphasis is placed on the developments and trends in the State in more recent 
times. Continuity, especially of statistical information, is preserved as far as possible so 
that the Year Book will fulfil its function as a reference work. Consistent with its basic 
purpose, the coverage of the book is wide and hence, of necessity, its treatment is broad. 
Therefore the presentation is comprehensive rather than detailed. 

In this edition a number of changes have been made to the content. The Employment 
and Unemployment chapter has been broadened to include a review of changing 
employment patterns. Special articles on Workers' Compensation have been added. The 
Population chapter has been rewritten in the light of the 1976 Population Census. A new 
section has been added to the Prices and Household Expenditure chapter describing the 
Household Expenditure Survey which provided important statistics on economic and social 
trends in the community. The fourth major article in the series on Victoria's Environment 
and Man, this time on the theme of transport, is also included. 

Successive volumes provide new descriptive material to ongoing themes. Over the years 
the cumulative impact of this material will illuminate the State's history. 

The statistical tables in the Year Book give the latest facts available at the time of 
preparation. More detailed, and in many cases more up-to-date, statistics of the various 
topics contained in the Year Book are available in other Australian Bureau of Statistics 
(ABS) publications. A comprehensive range of statistics is published by the Australian 
Statistician and by the Deputy Commonwealth Statistician in each State. The details of 
the publications available are set out in the ABS Catalogue of Publications, 1979 
(1l0l.0). 

The Victorian Office maintains an Information Service, which, on request, supplies 
available statistical information and advice on which publications are appropriate, and a 
library in which all publications of the ABS are available for reference. Businessmen, 
government officers, students, and members of the public are invited to make use of these 
services. 

The material in the Year Book has been checked throughout, but I shall be grateful to 
hear from readers who wish to offer suggestions or have noticed defects. 

The length of the book has now stabilised at around 800 pages and a new system of 
"Further references" has been introduced to indicate clearly special material that has been 
omitted in this volume. 

Also, this is the first volume to be set by computer typesetting. 
I wish to record my appreciation of the continued co-operation received from 

educational institutions, business firms, primary producers, private organisations, 
individuals, and government departments who provide the basic data from which the 
contents of the Year Book and of all other ABS publications are derived. Without this co
operation, the provision of the wide range of detailed information included in this book 
would not have been possible. 



This is the first edition of the Year Book to be published since I became Deputy 
Commonwealth Statistician for Victoria, and I would like to pay tribute to my predecessor 
Mr N. Bowden, B.Ec., who retired earlier this year. Mr Bowden had a long and 
distinguished career in the ABS working in the Hobart, Canberra, and Melbourne Offices. 
He was appointed Deputy Commonwealth Statistician for Victoria in 1974. All his 
colleagues wish him well in retirement. 

I gratefully acknowledge the valuable assistance given by many individuals and 
institutions in the preparation of the Year Book; I express my thanks to them in the 
following pages. 

w. McLENNAN 
October 1979 Deputy Commonwealth Statistician 
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Dandenong Road in 1913. A form of road construction using metal, soil, 
weeds, and grass to provide a surface. 

Country Roads Board 

A view of the Great Ocean Road at Big Hill, north of Lome, in 1921. 
Country Roads Board 



A2 steam locomotives under construction at Newport Workshops in about 1907. 
Until the advent of the diesel after the Second World War, these locomotives 
hauled express country passenger trains. 

Victorian Railway Department 

Waterproofing the shoulders of the Western Highway in 1938, using hessian as 
a waterproof membrane. 

COUnlry Roads Board 



Channelisation at the Warrigal Road-Nepean Highway intersection in 1953 . 
Country Roads Board 

(Below left). Work in progress at the Clifton Hill overpass in 1956. 
Country Roads Board 

(Below right) . Experimental station finishes installed to evaluate design , colour 
schemes, and material prior to completion at Museum Station site. 

Melbourne Underground Rail Loop Authority 



This cable tram, built in New York, is
a prototype of Melbourne's cable car
fleet. lt was in service from 1885 to
1940 and is now on exhibition at
Russell Street, outside the National
Museum.

Nlelbourne and lrletropolitan I ran)wa,vs tsoard

A Z Class tram incorporating modern
Swedish design and control equipment.
It is one of a fleet of 115 trams built
and equipped at Dandenong, and
entered \ervice in June 1975.

i\lelbournc and Nlelropolitan Trant* ays Board

One of the 40 W7 Class trams built at
Preston Workshops from 1955-56.
These trams were a development of the
W6, and SW6 Class trams built from
1939 to 1955.

!\lclbou rne and Iletrttpolitan Trarn\ra!-s Board

A modern Volvo bus
underfloor engine. Built
imported chassis, the
service in August 1977.
fleet of 100 now
Melbourne.

with a rear
Iocally on an
bus entered

It is one of a
operating in
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W6, and SW6 Class trams built from 
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Melbourne and MctropoliTaIl Tramways Board 

This cable tram, built in New York, is 
a prototype of Melbourne's cable car 
fleet. It was in service from 1885 to 
1940 and is now on exhibition at 
Russell Street, outside the National 
Museum. 

Melbourne and A'1crropoliran Tral1Jways Board 

A Z Class tram incorporating modern 
Swedish design and control equipment. 
It is one of a fleet of 115 trams built 
and equipped at Dandenong, and 
en tered service in June 1975. 

/\lclboumc and Metropo/itan Tramways Board 



The first of the silver suburban
1972. A total of 300 carriages
approximately $37.5 million.

For many years Puffing Br7,ly has been
thrilling both the young and young at
Tourist Railway Board has taken over
service.

train fleet which began operation in December
were ordered in the first purchase, costing

victorian Railways Departmenl

running through the Dandenong Ranges,
heart. Since October 1978 the Emerald
the operation of this narrow gauge rail

Victorian Railways Departrrient

The first of the silver suburban train fleet which began operat ion in Decem ber 
1972. A total of 300 carriages were ordered in the first purchase, costing 
approximately $37 .5 million . 

Victorian Raill""ays Departmenl 

For many years Puffing Billy has been running through the Dandenong Ranges , 
thrilling both the young and young at heart. Since October 1978 the Emerald 
Tourist Railway Board has taken over the operation of this narrow gauge rail 
service. 

Victorian Railways Department 



The first of the 20 X Class diesels on its trial run
cost about $500,0O0 each.

The 2,200 hp locomotives

Viatorian Rai I * a) s Depart ncDt

A double headed bulk wheat train on its journey to the Geelong grain terminal.
At the peak of the wheat harvest up to 50 such trains may be seen each day on

this section of track ' 
victotian Rai'ils l)eDartmenr

. "*j--:-

The first of the 20 X Class diesels on its trial run. The 2,200 hp locomotives 
cost about $500,000 each. 

Victorian Railways Department 

A double headed bulk wheat train on its journey to the Geelong grain terminal. 
At the peak of the wheat harvest up to 50 such trains may be seen each day on 
this section of track . 

ViclOrian Railwa)'s Department 
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Asphalt sealing in progress on thc Mulgrave Freervay, July 1976.
('ountrr Roads Board

A section of the Calder Freeway passing through the City of Keilor
(-ountr\,Roads Board
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Asphalt sealing in progress on the Mulgrave Freeway, July 1976. 
CounlrY Roads Board 

A section of the Calder Freeway passing through the City of Keilor. 
Co untry RO,1ds Board 




